
June 5, 2017 - Amended July 10 (added missing attendee name)  
Board of Directors Meeting  
Missouri River Historical Development Inc.  
Lewis and Clark Interpretive Center  
 
Members present:  Dave Bernstein, Bob DeSmidt, Carolyn Ellwanger, Ron French, Roxanne 
Gould, Cammy Hauswirth, Treyla Lee, Linda Linduski, Mark Monson, Scott Pack, Dakin Schultz, 
Jackie Smith, Diana Wooley, Doug Young.  
 
Members absent:  Amanda Beller, Mike Collett, Stacy Harmelink, Dale Tigges.  (all excused) 
 
Others present:  Curtis Beeson, attorney; Doug Phillips, attorney; Barb Orzechowski, attorney; 
Ashlee French, Hard Rock Hotel and Casino; Ty Rushing, Sioux City Journal.  
 
Mark Monson opened the meeting.  
 
Dakin Schultz made a motion to approve the agenda.  Treyla Lee seconded.  Motion carried. 
Bob DeSmidt made a motion to approve the May 2017 minutes.  Roxanne Gould seconded. 
Motion carried.  
 
Hard Rock Update:  Ashlee French updated the Board on the many events coming up.  The 
first outdoor concert is June 10.  The Journey concert sold out in record time.  They are 
sponsoring Downtown Live and are involved with SITP.  The official grand opening of the wine 
bar is June 9 at 3:00 pm.  Members can call Ashlee for a showing of the lounge.  There is an 
expanded number of items at the Rock Shop.  They are incorporating a volunteer program with 
ticket incentives.  
 
Closed Session:  Carolyn Ellwanger made a motion to go into closed session to discuss 
strategy with counsel in matters that are presently in litigation or where litigation is imminent 
where its disclosure would be likely to prejudice or disadvantage the position of the government 
body in that litigation, pursuant to Iowa Code Section 21.5(1)(c).  Scott Pack seconded.  In a 
roll-call vote, all members present voted in favor of the motion.  (Members absent and not 
voting: Amanda Beller, Mike Collett, Stacy Harmelink, Dale Tigges).  
 
Jackie Smith made a motion to come out of closed session.  Diana Wooley seconded.  In a 
roll-call vote, all members present voted in favor of the motion.  (Members present and not 
voting: Amanda Beller, Mike Collett, Stacy Harmelink, Dale Tigges).  
 
There were no action items as a result of the closed session.  
 
Interim Executive Director:  The Board was referred to an attachment showing Executive 
Committee’s recommendation to hire Mark Monson as Interim Executive Director.  The position 



will be reviewed in one year.  Dave Bernstein made a motion to hire Mark Monson as the Interim 
Executive Director, effective January 1, 2018.  Treyla Lee seconded.  Motion carried.  
 
Corrections to 2017 May Grants Total:  $311,379 was the total approved at the May Board 
meeting.  The amount should have been $312,096.  Ron French made a motion to approve the 
new amount.  Dave Bernstein seconded.  Motion carried.  
 
Treasurer’s Report:  Bob DeSmidt reported that the average monthly revenue from the Hard 
Rock is $271,000.  1.7 million should be available at the end of fiscal year, with an additional 
1.25 million in reserve funds.  The Executive committee budget was discussed, which includes 
legal fees.  Diana Wooley made a motion to accept the treasurer’s report.  Linda Linduski 
seconded.  Motion carried.  
 
Proposed Budget for 2017-2018:  The amount for the Lewis and Clark Encounter Center is 
increased from 535,000 to 550,000.  The May grant program is increased to $400,000 and 
Holiday gifts are reduced to $100,000.  The Executive committee budget was increased to cover 
the Executive Director.  Dakin Schultz made a motion to approve the 2017-2018 budget.  Linda 
Linduski seconded.  Motion carried.  
 
2017 Special Grants Program:  Mark reviewed the timeline for the next round of grants.  The 
first day to apply is July 3, and completed applications must be in by August 14.  The awards 
ceremony will be September 27.  A motion was made by Dave Bernstein to approve the 2017 
Special Grants program as described.  Dakin Schultz seconded.  Motion carried.  
 
Board Liability Policy:  Mark Monson is working with Henry Tygar, who recommends that the 
Board drop crime coverage ($200), keep cyber risk liability ($486), and keep terrorism coverage 
($25).  It’s also been recommended for the Executive committee members to get bonded, cost 
unknown at this point.  Bob pointed out that crime insurance could be kept instead of bonding.  
Dave Bernstein made a motion to sign for the D & O and terrorism coverage.  Treyla Lee 
seconded.  Motion carried.  
 
Update on New Board Members:  Members reviewed an attachment showing the Board 
rotation policy.  5 potential new members have been interviewed by the Executive committee 
and recommendations will be made to the full board in July.  
 
Website:  Mark Monson demonstrated examples of the new website.  
 
Ag & Expo Center Update:  Work continues on this project, with some new personnel now 
involved with the management.  
 
Lewis & Clark Interpretive Center Update:  Members were referred to the attachment 
showing the variety of programs planned for June.  
 



Items from Directors:  Treyla Lee thanked Board members for their support and concern 
regarding the recent loss of her father.  
 
There being no further business, Treyla Lee made a motion to adjourn.  Ron French seconded. 
Motion carried.  
 
Respectfully submitted,  
Roxanne Gould, Secretary  


